There are the legendary tales of Robin
Hood – the folklore hero whose disruptive
DNA remains present in the pioneering
spirit of Nottingham today. He changed
the financial services landscape with
his innovative re-distribution model.
This spirit of disruption continued in
Nottingham when Ada Lovelace – Lord
Byron’s mathematician daughter –
worked with Charles Babbage on a
mechanical computing machine.

Nottingham put the first customer records
onto a computer database. They went
on to become global leaders Experian.
The knowledge-driven environment
fostered by businesses like Experian
has given birth to a new generation of
creative digital enterprises that now rank
Nottingham as a major centre for tech
development and business growth.
Entrepreneurial and edgy, creative with an
independent streak. Change happens here.

Then in the early 1970s, spurred on by
Ada Lovelace’s legacy, a team of coders in
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£19.5

Top-line office rent
£19.5 / sq ft

Fastest growing city in
the East Midlands
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A strong tech ecosystem

A range of tech hubs and
co-working spaces

Competitive salaries and
fantastic quality of life

A large tech talent pool

Numerous tech events and
meet-ups across the city

Over £1bn invested in city
and county infrastructure

Only 1hr 40mins to London St Pancras International by train
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“Two highly rated universities
create opportunities for business,
both by leveraging resources
and the pool of young talent it
delivers to local employers.”

Nottingham is one of the youngest cities in the UK.
More than half of its residents are under 30, with many
attracted to the city by its affordable quality of life.

2x

IKANO BANK

Fantastic universities

19,700
The University of Nottingham
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Nottingham Trent University

Our existing talent pool includes the 19,700 people who are
currently employed in Nottingham’s digital tech sector
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We’re future proofing
the tech sector
By providing the very best education in tech to
GCSE and A Level students, we’re developing
the next generation of entrepreneurs, and
constantly creating and nurturing our eventual
talent pool and business ideas.
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Nottingham University Academy of Science
and Technology offers a special curriculum in
science, engineering or computing to 14-19
year olds in a purpose built, state-of-the-art
facility with the very latest engineering, ICT
and science equipment.
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30% revenue growth

High growth pockets

Low operational costs

+£835m
contributed to Nottingham’s economy
by digital tech businesses
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“Nottingham is a great city in which to build a technology
business because of the presence of major corporates,
new firms with new ideas, its Creative Quarter and
two universities supplying a strong pool of talent.”
ACCELERATE PLACES NOTTINGHAM

Healthtech

Retailtech

Enterprise
Software

Gaming

App
Development

Lawtech

“The main cost items which are cheaper in Nottingham
are people costs (salaries) and office space.”
BIZFITECH
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“The presence of organisations
like Experian, Boots and Capital
One has enabled us to tap into a
rich seam of talent, particularly
analytical resources. Talent from
these companies have themselves
gone on to spawn new businesses
such as TDX, Oakbrook Finance
and HD Decisions, rapidly
establishing Nottingham as a
nationally recognised hub of
analytical excellence, specifically
in financial services.”
IKANO BANK
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Shefﬁeld
M1 North

Digital Companies

15
48

Fintech Companies

The Hive

Tech-hub /
Co-working /
Incubators

Nottingham Trent
University
21 25
34
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12 14

46 37 31 20
09 08 01

01 Accelerate Places
Nottingham

18 E-Days Absence
Management

02 Antenna

19 Easy Pre-Orders

36 Ninjar Studios
37 Oakbrook Finance/Sequensis

03 AppInstitute

20 Esendex

04 Appcrowd

21 Experian Technology

05 Aprotec International

22 First App

06 Atomic Media

23 Fuzzy-Frog Games

07 BioCity

24 Gooii

08 Bizfitech

25 HD Decisions

09 BJSS

26 Heart Internet

43 Solutions for Retail
Brands (S4RB)

10 Boditrax Technologies

27 ICN Apps

44 Super Punk Games

11 Capital One

28 Ikano Bank

45 TDX Group

12 Connected Systems

29 Ikano Insight

46 Textmarketer

13 Convista Consulting

30 Patchworks

47 The Design Lounge

14 Cronofy

31 Liberis

48 The Hive

15 Crowdicity

32 Littlefish

49 Trisoft

16 Datatank

33 Minor Oak

50 Web DNA

17 Deep Silver Dambuster
Studios

34 Multipie

51 Worktribe
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Theatre
Royal

35 UNiDAYS

39

38 Onomi

42
41

39 Polestar Interactive

Antenna
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Nottingham
Cathedral

New College
Nottingham
45

Old Market
Square

27

50

40 Prime Principle

40

32

33 22

36

30

41 Retail Assist
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03 23

38 06 47
19

42 Savoy Systems
Nottingham
Castle

33
10

07

18
17

35 24 51
49 04 44
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28 29

26

M1 South
Derby
Birmingham

43

University of Nottingham 1.5 miles
University of Nottingham Innovation Park 1.7 miles

Central Nottingham
College
Leicester
London

“We value Nottingham because it is rapidly becoming an area
with a specialism in analytics, data and technology – all of
which are fundamental to our business model. It means we have
a thriving community around us of like-minded professionals,
and a growing, relevant talent pool to recruit from.”
TDX GROUP

If you’re looking to engage with the two universities in the city, there are several
university hubs and centres that not only offer business support for start-ups and
entrepreneurs, but offer opportunities for collaboration with university research.

The Creative Quarter is an organisation whose
mission is to make Nottingham a great environment
in which creative and innovative businesses can
succeed, start up, grow and be sustained.
The CQ works in partnership with other
business agencies to provide essential support
to start-ups and entrepreneurs, as well as
more established businesses and SMEs.
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Accelerate Places’ Nottingham Growth Hub is
designed to give businesses access to people,
services and opportunities they need to grow.
AP Nottingham has forged partnerships with
local businesses, the council and influential
groups, to give our member businesses
the support they need to grow.

University of Nottingham Innovation Park enhances business growth and
research impact through co-locating technology entrepreneurs with world-leading
researchers, facilities, and talent. They offer businesses high quality offices within
inspiring buildings on a landscaped innovation campus which is within easy
reach of Nottingham city centre and some of the UK’s main transport routes.
Not only do companies benefit from links to a truly global researchintensive university, they are connected to the world via excellent IT
and our association with sister facilities in China and Malaysia.
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Access to Funding
Whatever stage your business is at there is a finanical
solution to support your needs; small business loans,
equity, debt and proof of concept funding.
A range of experts are on hand here to guide
you through your financial journey.

Meet-ups In Nottingham
Fun, free, frequent and welcoming...

TECH ON TOAST

WOMEN IN TECH

Tech on Toast meet-up.
Photo by Tracey Whitefoot.
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“There is a really good energy in the tech
community in Nottingham with a good variety
of meet-ups (from purely social to knowledge
sharing or Hacks). It is a tight knit community.”
BIZFITECH

Research and development
A city known for ground-breaking research. From the discovery
of Ibuprofen and the MRI scanner, to advanced textiles and
carbon capture, Nottingham is the home of innovation.
Our two universities, The University of Nottingham and Nottingham
Trent University, are known internationally for the excellence
of their research and their history of collaboration with business
giants such as Rolls Royce, GlaxoSmithKline and E.ON.

19,000+
Student population of The University of
Nottingham and Nottingham Trent University
studying creative and technology related courses
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The University of Nottingham Ingenuity Lab.
Photo by Tracey Whitefoot.

Winner of 2016 Times Higher Education Award for
Outstanding Contribution to Innovation and Technology

A top 1% global university
The University of Nottingham’s Horizon
Digital Economy Research Institute,
which is engaged in Digital Economy
Research, investigates how digital
technology enhances the way we live,
work, play, and travel in the future.

The University of Nottingham works with
SME businesses, providing affordable
and effective research, and innovative
solutions to the challenges they face.

Skilled and professional researchers at
Nottingham Trent University can empower
you to change how your business works.
Their real-world research can help you to:

The £5m purpose-built John van Geest
Cancer Research Centre, established
in 2008, uses the latest technology
and is world-leading in the field.

The University’s School of Computer Science
is one of the leading UK schools. Research
and employment partners include Adobe

They offer a wide variety of services to
help transform your business, which
will enable you to grow and become
more profitable. You’ll have access to
state-of-the-art facilities, development

•
•
•
•
•

The university also provides research support
for SMEs through knowledge transfer
projects, collaborative research projects and
contract research. They have a strong record
of working with SMEs across the region, UK

Systems, BT, Google, IBM and Microsoft.

expertise and world-leading research.

Its Advanced Data Analysis Centre
has an established track record at
solving business challenges.

93% of graduates find employment
or go into further study within
6 months of leaving.

• grow your client base or product range
• develop new and existing products
• conduct economic and social
evaluation studies

influence the direction of your industry
shape practical and managerial policies
commercialise a new product
develop new materials
target potential clients

Nottingham Trent University leads the world
in several specialist fields and have invested
significantly in their facilities and resources.
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and overseas to develop new processes and
products through the application of their
knowledge base, expertise and facilities.
95% of graduates find employment
or go into further study within
6 months of leaving.
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You can enjoy city life at a fraction of the cost that
you would pay in London and the South East.
Nottingham has it all when it comes to quality of life; hidden bars like no other, awardwinning restaurants with cuisines from every corner of the earth, famous music venues,
world-class sporting events, unique independent shops and that’s just the start.

“A first-class nightlife, top
rated restaurants, low
cost living and excellent
schools mean this is a
location where co-workers
are comfortable no matter
what life stage they’re at.”

“Nottingham is one of
the most culturally rich
cities in the UK with a
bustling music, culinary,
art and fashion scene….
Nottingham is a cool city.”

Nottingham ranks number one when it comes to typical annual savings
The typical worker saves, on average, £6,000 more than those in London

BIZFITECH

IKANO BANK

Average digital salary
£44,023

Average house price
£136,266

Average rental price
£571pcm
one bed city centre
apartment
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“The trams help co-workers get around
the city. Our office, located next to
the station, means public transport
is used to commute to and from the
office by many of our co-workers.”

“Nottingham is a welcoming city with
all the positives that London has,
plus a good location, wide pool of
talent and great standard of living.”
INSURANCE INITIATIVES

IKANO BANK

“For our colleagues, being based in the
city ensures those commuting have
good transport links. The compactness
of the city means at lunch time or
after hours a chat over coffee or a
beer is minutes away, making it easy
to achieve a work life balance.”
BIZFITECH

“Nottingham is a nice place to build a
life. The cultural experience is excellent
and you are only minutes from attractive
suburbs and genuine ‘village England’.”
ACCELERATE PLACES NOTTINGHAM

“Our colleagues love being based in Nottingham
city centre – being able to get to work on
public transport, and to enjoy shops, bars and
restaurants after work all contributes to the
atmosphere and culture of our thriving business.”
TDX GROUP

Manchester
1hr 50mins
Manchester Piccadilly
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2hrs 10mins
via M1

1hr 45mins
Leeds

MAN Manchester
1hr 50mins

M

ES
IL

Our transport network enables the swift movement of people
and goods, both inside the city and onwards to key transport
links with national, European and international connections.

Leeds

1hr 30mins
via M1

77%
UK population within
4hrs drive of Nottingham

£800m

EMA East Midlands
25mins

Invested in transport infrastructure

2x

Two major airports on the doorstep,
including the UK’s busiest
pure-cargo airport
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“Many industries are still
based here, attracted by
proximity to the motorway
network, a local international
airport and trains direct to
London within 2 hours.”
IKANO BANK

Birmingham
1hr 15mins
Birmingham New Street
1hr
via M42
BHX Birmingham
1hr

London
1hr 40mins
St Pancras International
2hrs 45mins
via M1

Get in touch
enquiries@investinnottingham.co.uk
0115 721 0430
We support businesses
from outside of Nottingham
to invest and thrive here
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We work to make your
business move as smooth
as possible with assistance
on everything from bespoke
economic data to access to
relevant business networks

...and we will continue to
support your business as
you grow and expand

www.investinnottingham.com
@InvestNott
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“The digital revolution continues
to play out and that will create
new opportunities to transform
industries by providing new
products and services. Talent will
follow the opportunities and they
are most likely to be created in
places like Nottingham, where there
is already a well-established cluster
of fintech and big data activity.”
ACCELERATE PLACES NOTTINGHAM

